WARNINGS TO THE RICH
By Craig Botha

10 October 2021

(Message preached @ CCA on Sunday, 3 October)

Scripture reference: James 4:13-5:6
Introduction:
James writes because his friends have drifted from God because of social pressure
between the rich and the poor. He gives them guidelines for personal/corporate spiritual
recovery. He has already dealt with tough subjects

now he deals with the misuse of wealth

and poverty which are amongst the greatest challenges to Christians, and which need
ongoing Gospel application.

1.

James is still warning us against worldliness. For anyone who wants to be rich,
okay, but there are some specific dangers you need to be aware of:
1.1 Getting rich affects you spiritually
1.2 You start investing in this world rather than in the world to come and if you fall
in love with world again, two things will happen to you:
a.

It will block the love of God in your life because no one can really love more than
one thing well. No one can serve two masters!

b.
2.

One day you will lose your investment in this world!

The gospel is wonderfully designed for the poor - God cares for the poor - James 2:5.

3.
3.1

Be generous and open your hand as God enables you. When I give to God and
the poor because of the gospel you are declaring your future investment is in the
kingdom of God not just in the here and now - and God notices. Pay your workers
, especially with fellow Christians and never illtreat poor people. See Galatians 6:10; 1 John 3:16-19.
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3.2

Allow the gospel to shape your attitudes

be poor/humble in spirit

not

arrogant, even if you are rich materially. Matthew 5:3 blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is
3.3

.

Stay in community, so we can care for one another. We need to see each other,
meet each other, to be connected in community, praying for one another, including
our businesses.

3.4

Keep your eyes on Jesus. Tim Keller

Jesus is the only treasure who died to

purchase you. Every other treasure will say to you you must die for me. Jesus was
born into a poor Jewish family.
2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become
rich.
The gospel reverses the values of this world.

APPLICATION
1.

Consider how you can:
a. Be generous
b. Allow the gospel to shape your attitudes
c. Care for one another in community (idea: pray for each other in your businesses)
d. Keep your eyes on Jesus

2.

Is there something you need to adjust in your life because of the Gospel, and something
you need to do? Just do it as James would say!

Assistance:
If you need prayer or assistance, please contact our pastoral care line 072 986 4368 or one
of our pastors directly.
To join a community group, contact Marli (072 986 4368) or Jen (084 308 5185) or one of our
community group leaders directly. Link: http://christiancentre.co.za/community.html#groups
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