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(Message preached @ CCA on Sunday, 17 October)

Scripture reference: James 4:1-10
Introduction
The author is James, the pastor of the church in Jerusalem. This letter was written to the church
that was scattered due to persecution. The result of this was that the church had now grown
cold and become worldly. The context was conflict in the church. James writes to them to
rebuke them and give a practical way of overcoming the world.

Why did they grow cold and become worldly?
What made them lose their passion? It was the consequence of an action. When the enemy
puts us under challenges it s not just about the challenges, but the intended outcome. The
intention was for them to grow cold and cause them to become worldly.
Persecution was a strategy of the enemy.
Persecution arose to try to:


Silence them
Criminalising the Word of God, the mention of the name of Jesus the enemy tried to
silence them. Our challenges and difficult circumstances may cause us to lose our
voices



Kill momentum
Kill their leaders - a
for prayer, faith, family, etc. You can be on fire for Jesus until something hits you. Once
your momentum dies, you grow cold and worldliness emerges. Refuse to lose your
momentum your love and zeal for God.



Disconnect them
They were scattered; the enemy was trying to disconnect them from one another, to
kill relationship. If he gets you disconnected, you will end up cold and worldly. Refuse
to be disconnected. Connect in our corporate gatherings and in our homes.

The result of the persecution and challenges they faced was that their faith had grown cold
and their behaviour had become worldly.
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Summary of James 4:1-10
V 1-3

details their behaviour (conflicts, strife, don t pray, etc.)

V 4-5

describes their behaviour as friendship with the world

V 7-10

victory over worldliness

Understanding the world
The world and the earth
24:1).
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THE WORLD IS A SYSTEM OF THINKING AND DOING THAT IS PRESIDED OVER BY THE
DEVIL.
Scripture has nothing good to say about the world.
1John 2:15-17 ESV
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. For all that is in the world the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of
life is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires,
but whoever does the will of God abides forever.
If love of the world is in us, we don t have God s approval.
2 Corinthians 4:4 ESV
In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
of the world system is the devil
and he creates and develops its culture! He determines how it operates.
needs you to see. It blinds
you from destiny and purpose. It hides what must be revealed to you the glory of Christ Jesus.
Once the worldly system captures you it has a blinding effect concerning your destinies,
families, the earth, your businesses and careers, etc. We are dismantling the blinding effect of
the enemy. Our eyes must be opened. Refuse to operate under a blinding effect.

Victory over worldliness
There is a cure for worldliness. Humility is our victory against worldliness. Jesus has overcome
the world. We have the victory through our faith in Him!
1John 5:4-5 ESV
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has
overcome the world our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?
Our victory is in Christ Jesus because He has overcome the world! Submit yourself therefore to
Him, resist the devil and his temptations, draw close to God and clean up your life with His help.
James 4:7-8 GW
So place yourselves under God's authority. Resist the devil, and he will run away from
you. Come close to God, and he will come close to you. Clean up your lives, you sinners, and clear
your minds, you doubters.
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APPLICATION
In your community group or family/friend group discuss the following questions:
1.

Have you been through some difficult circumstances and how have they affected your
faith?
a. Have you been silenced?
b. Have you lost momentum

in your passion for God, prayer life, faith, family,

etc.?
c. Have you been disconnected from your church family?
2.

What will you do to recover your faith in God? Consider James 4:7-10 and the above
three areas your voice/testimony, your passion for God and your relationships in the
church family. Make sure you connect with God and his family.

Assistance:
If you need prayer or assistance, please contact our pastoral care line 072 986 4368 or one
of our pastors directly.
To join a community group, contact Marli (072 986 4368) or Jen (084 308 5185) or one of our
community group leaders directly. Link: http://christiancentre.co.za/community.html#groups
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